This could mean the end
of my hopes and dreams.

Your life from now on will be
changed, whether you have the baby or
have the abortion. But having the child
doesn’t mean your life is over or that
your dreams are lost forever,

Many women make childless couples
happy by allowing their babics (o be
adopted (you can have a lot of say in who
raiscs your baby and how much

contact you’ll have). Other women

| can't face my parents.

Initially, telling your parents may be
difficult. But keep in mind that these
are the baby’s grandparents, and this is
a role they adapt to quite quickly. There
are people who can help mediate
between you and your parents if you
think this might be a problem. In the
end, your parents will probably turn out
to be your greatest supporters

The baby’s better off.

et help from riends, parents, or the
father to waich the child while they
work or g0 to school. Some women
decide put their education or careers
on hold for the first fow years of the
baby's lifc, When they return, their
maturity and newfound sense of
responsibility often make them good
students and valuable contributors w
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(...and a few responses)

This rationalization assumcs a
child’s destiny is determined by his
or her ceonomie, familial, or social
circumstances. Countless examples
of scientists, artists, political leaders
and business people coming from
poverty or broken homes  show
neither environment nor biology is
" destiny. Individual effort has a great

the work foree,

It's just a blob of tissue.

The unborn child’s  heart  starts
beating at three weeks, before many
women even realize they're pregnant.
Limbs then appear within about a week
and the baby’s head and Tace begin to
take shape. Brain waves have been
measurcd as carly as just six weeks from
conception. Quite an amazing first fow
weeks for such a little person!

Babics begin to grow and develop more
rapidly than many people think. It's
important to remember, however, that no
matier what a chifd looks (ke or what hiy
o fier stave of development, he or she isa
fumem being simply Inoking fike and
doing whet all of us did ar that age.

It's my body, my choice!
Truthfully, while the child lives and
grows inside the mother’s body for
about 9 months, he or she is a distinet
individual with his or her own unigue
abilitics and experiences. The child’s
blood is often a different blood type
and never mixes with the mother’s. He
or she has his or her own unique
genctic identity and has innate abilitics
ard talente the mother mav not have

A baby will ruin my relationship

While anunexpected pregrnancy can
put a strain on any relationship,
abortion only makes things worse.
Couples oflen break up afler an
abortion, usually  within - months.
Those partners who threaten to leave
unless a woman has an abortion are
likely to leave anyway. A young man
who is unwilling to face up to his
responsibility as a father is not likely to
be a good life companion.

Why do wormen hove obarflons?
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deal 1o do with suceess, yel many
children never get the chanee to show what
they can do. And quite frankly, someone
clse should not be deciding, whether or not
your lifie is worth living beforeyou’veeven
had a chance to live it

I can’t afford a child or
care for one right now.

A lot of people, even eouples who
have been married for years, find the
prospect of raising and caring for a child
intimidating, Yct, the baby comes, and
somchow the bills get paid, the parental
instinets kick in, and the child thrives.
Many single mothers find free help and
support  from local pregnancy  carc
centers, Ifthose scenarios are absolutely
unrealistic, however, there are plenty of
familics, longing to adopt, who have the
maturity, love and resources needed to
raise the child. Many will cven cover a
woman’s medical expenses.

People will look down on me
for being pregnant.

While there may be some who do, a
young woman who bravely and positively
hears and raises her child will gain a lot of
respect and support.



There are already too many
mouths to feed.

There are more than cnough resources
to feed, clothe and shelter everyone and
will be for years to come. History has
shown shortages to be a function of
political wnrest  and  povernment
mismanagement, not of population or
environmental  conditions.  Innovative
minds are constantly finding maore ways to
increase food yields and improve living
conditions, As many Western countries
now face the danger of declining

Abortion is better than teen
motherhood.

However daunting the challenges of
motherhood for the unmarried teen, abortion
onby makes things worse, wounding an entire
peneration,

The fate of feminism is tied to

the" freedom to choose”
Feminism's carly founders saw the
inherent  contradiction  involved  in

asserting the basic human rights of women
while denying those same basic

populations, there is fer not only
that innowvators will not be born,
but that there will be insufficient
workers o run businesses or fund
POVETTIMCE Progrims,

Abortion involves a basic
conflict between the rights
of the mother and the child.
Something has to give.

What is typically in conflict are
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(... and some answers)

nod the lives of mother and child, but

the mother's assertion of her rights o an
aducation, to a carcer, o a family, to an
independent life apninst the basic right to life
of the inmocent child. Yt all these can be
achicved without the death of the child.

To continue to demand  abortion,
then, is not really to assert such rights,
but o assert a right to avoid even
minimal responsibility and to deny the
reality of the living unborn child in order
to achicve onc’s personal goals, No
human being has a right to do this at the
expense of another’s lile,

Women are going to have
abortions anyway, so at least
make them legal and safe.

The risk of death from abortion was
greatly reduced in the 19405 and 19505,
before abortion was ovar kegalized, by the
development of antibiotics and  modem
surgical procedures, Stll, over 350 wonmen
have died from Jegad abortion i the .S,
sinee it was legalized in 1973, The biggest
thing legalization has done is to vastly
merease the number of abortons and the
number of unbom children killed.

' PC BUZZ WORDS

what they mean for the unborn
anel their mothers

Justice/Rights: While there are many
things that society can and should do to
ensure that women are never denied basic
rights or opportunities on account of their
sex or reproductive status, 1o claim that
these nghts require the death of the

| innocent is 1o undermine the wvery

foundations of justice itself,

Freedom/Choice: We believe in
freedom, but absolute freedom, to do
whatever one wishes without limits, can-
not exist. If people are “free to choose™ to
harm or kill one another for any reason

whatsoever, all live n fear, not freedom.

Equality: Women have fought long and
\ hard to be recognized as equals, yet a |
| failure to stand up for the rights of their
| tiniest sisters makes transitory political |
- power, rather than principle,
. determining factor in who counts.
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rights to their children, Susan B,
Anthony called abortion “child
murder.” Elizabeth Cady Stanton
classified it as a form of
“infanticide,” saying, “When we
consicler that woman arc treated as
property, it is degrading, to women
that we should treat our children as
property to be disposcd of as we
see AL Adice Paal, the founder of
NOW, the National Orpanization
of Women, said *abortion is the
ultimate exploitation of women,”

The right to life movement consis-
tently maintains that basic human rights do
not depend on extringic factors such as
race, ape, wealth, intelligence, physical
health or strength, or pender, but only on
one's membership in the human race.

Abortion is a religious matter
between a woman and her God.
While abortion is a scrious matter
that cannot help but involve a person’s
most profound beliets and commitments,
one need not be religious to see that
society as a whole has something at
stake when one human being claims the
right to kill another or to decide who is
worthy of Tife.
Yeni cen read the stories of vwomiern whe talk
their  abortion decisions ot

ko iy facing an wnplanned pregnancy,
call 1 (800) 395-HELP or visit the websitfe
optionline.org o find help in your areq.

SATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE
Educational Trust Fund

wiwwW, nrlc.org




